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Workshop Themes: Simone Lassig, Introduction
➢ Transnational history and the digital humanities
➢ How far can historians apply methods such as SNA developed in other fields?
➢ Knowledge travel: how actors make knowledge travel through networks?
➢ Temporality and change over time as central to historical interpretation
➢ Ordinary people as producers, carriers, and consumers of knowledge





No. 69, Legation of the United States, St. Petersburg, December 5, 1889
To the Honorable James G. Blaine, Secretary of State, Washington DC

Sir.
Some foreign journals having circulated greatly exaggerated reports of an 
epidemic that has swept over and is still raging at St. Petersburg this last 
month, it may be well, in order to allay the anxiety of those having relations 
and friends here, to give an accurate account of the malady.



About three weeks ago public attention was called to the large number of 
persons falling ill, with much the same symptoms, fever, severe pains in the 
head, back, and limbs, the attack taking them with more or less violence, 
some experiencing only fever, others laid up only by racking pains, but most 
of the victims suffering from a combination of these affections...The illness in 
the generality of cases is very light and over in a few days, the most 
protracted being of a couple of weeks duration; it leaves, however, all 
persons who have been touched by it in great debility and depression of 
spirits; in fact, the after effects in this lasting longer, are rather more 
unpleasant than the complaint itself.



There is no exaggeration in putting down the number of the sick in this epidemic 
at fully two-thirds of the population of St. Petersburg. Certainly not a house has 
escaped its visitation. It has attacked the highest as well as the most humble in 
social station. The Emperor was very ill with it for several days, and scarcely a 
member of the Imperial family has been free from it. Almost all the diplomatic 
corps has suffered. More than 40,000 cases have been medically authenticated, 
but these represent merely a small portion of the sufferers, many of whom have 
not considered the illness serious enough to require the help of a physician. 



December 24, 1889: 2 newspapers
December 25, 1889: 21 newspapers
December 26, 1889: 8 newspapers
December 27, 1889: 3 newspapers
December 28, 1889: 3 newspapers
(newspapers.com)
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How many cases of influenza? When did they occur? 





Report on Epidemic Influenza
Dr. ……………………… Town of: …………………………… 1890
1. Approximate date of first appearance in your vicinity?
2. Approximate period of greatest prevalence?
3. Approximate date of decline?
4. Prevailing or common symptoms?
5. Rare or exceptional symptoms?
6. Relative frequency of neurotic symptoms?
7. Relative frequency of catarrhal symptoms?
8. Relative frequency of gastric or enteric symptoms?
9. Highest temperature you have observed?
10. Average duration of uncomplicated cases?
11. What sequelae most prevalent?
12. What unusual sequelae have you observed?
13. Does the epidemic influence the results of other diseases, and how?
14. Symptoms observed in uncomplicated fatal cases?
15. At what age has it been most prevalent?





1) In which month did the first cases of epidemic grippe appear? (Beginning, middle, or end of the month?)
2) When did the epidemic reach its height of development? (Beginning, middle, or end of the month?)
3) When did the epidemic end? (Beginning, middle, or end of the month?)
4) Approximate scale of \ epidemic (relative to population): did grippe sicken ¼, ½, or ¾ of the population?
5) Which gender and ages was primarily struck by the epidemic?
6) What was the character of the epidemic and the forms of illness?
7) What was the length of illness?
8) Which were the main diseases complicated by grippe?
9) If possible, statistical figures from hospitals and ambulatory services about those sick with grippe.
10) Were there deaths directly resulting from grippe and which illness were observed to have more 
deadly outcomes under the influenza of grippe?
11) What distinguished the grippe epidemic from the general death rate of the population?
12) Were other epidemic diseases seen to occur or become stronger during the grippe epidemic or 
immediately after it came to an end?
13) Were any changes in the weather noticed (temperature variations, wind, etc.), in the properties of the soil, 
water, and so on, and what kind?
14) Were there any efforts to control the spread of the epidemic?
15) Treatment measures deemed more practical by doctors.
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G. Wurts, Dec 1889:
More than 40,000 cases have 
been medically authenticated, 
but these represent merely a 
small portion of the sufferers, 
many of whom have not 
considered the illness serious 
enough to require the help of a 
physician.

100+ articles with “medically 
authenticated” 1889-1890...but 
all quoting Wurts’s dispatch



perusing the works of foreign as well as American authors, found recorded but twenty- nine 
authenticated cases of drops}^ of the hernial sac. My own incomplete researches have been far less
contracted the dis- ease. After diligent search he had failed to find" a single well authenticated case 
on record of a human fretus at term showing evidence of tuber- culosis ; and
the rarity of duodenal ulcers. Of this latter, it is doubtful if more than 70 authenticated cases are on 
record ; while gastric ulcers, either cicatrized or open, are found in about
spindle-celled sarcoma." the size and form of a human brain minus the The best authenticated case 
of primarj' sarcoma cerebellum. A longitudinal median incision of the lung is that of
resection of the spine up to that time, and asserts that there is "no well authenticated case of cure 
after the operation when undertaken for fracture." Surgical writers previous to the
str}-chnia. Dr. Conner stated that he had not been able to find a well authenticated case of alcohol 
amblyopia where tobacco could be excluded, and believes that tobacco causes the
bathing was regularly employed. Brandt's latest statistics of typhus and typhoid embraced nearl}' 
6,000 well- authenticated cases in which his method was systematicall}' practiced, and the 
percentage of mortality was only
not an uncommon thing to see mention of such cases in popular literature — but well authenticated 
cases are not so often found. It is recorded in historj- that the hair of

Journal of the American Medical Association, 1889-1890





800+ articles about 
Walker Blaine, 

following death on 
Jan 14, 1890

Newspapers.com
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